NSC 498: Research in Human Biology
Semester: Fall, Spring, Summer of every year

Prerequisite: Completion of Tier I writing requirement

Credits: Variable from1 to 3 (40 to 50 hours of work per credit)

Reenrollment: Maximum of 6 credits for all enrollments in this course

Course Coordinator:

Dr. Elizabeth Tinsley Johnson
Office: Room 22, Natural Science Building

Email: etinsley@msu.edu
Course Objectives:

NSC 498 is intended to advance the educational and career goals of upper level Human Biology students, provide content-specific career knowledge, and help you to integrate classroom and professional experience (specifically, research experience in faculty laboratories at MSU).

Course Requirements:

· Self-placement: You are responsible for securing a career-related position with a faculty supervisor who will agree to evaluate your work performance.

· Application: Discuss your project with the course coordinator, whose approval you will need. Fill out an application form for Independent Study, available from your Academic Advisor or the course coordinator, and obtain the appropriate signatures before enrolling.

· Written Reflections: At three time points in the semester, you are required to provide essays on your research experience (1 to 2 pages for each essay): the first, during the first week of the semester, describing your expectations, the subject of your work, and who you will be working with; the second, approximately mid-term, telling about your first few weeks of experience; and the third, toward semester end, highlighting the value of your experience in terms of your career choice.

Grading:

Grades are awarded by the course coordinator based on supervisor evaluation, quality of essays, and documented hours worked. NSC 498 is not available on a Cr/NC basis.

